Pollinator Pathway Cape Cod

Increasing pollinator-friendly habitats and food sources for
bees, butterflies, hummingbirds and other pollinating insects and
wildlife across Cape Cod

3

People are drawn to live on and visit Cape Cod
because of its natural beauty, from coastal
dunes and tidal ecosystems to lakes and trails
through wooded forests. Everyone can help
protect this critical Cape Cod environment by
planting more native trees, shrubs, and flowers.

Native plants are essential in providing food and
habitat for a rich diversity of local pollinators.
Since native plants are adapted to local soils
and climate, they are the best sources of nectar
and pollen for native pollinators. In addition,
many of the Cape’s native plants are drought
and salt tolerant, and accustomed to the poor
soils found here. Native pollinators help to
maintain healthy, productive wild plant
communities, provide food that sustains wildlife,
and are necessary for crop production. We can
all play a role in improving Cape Cod’s
environment and ecosystem by adding native
pollinator plants to our yards.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Add native plants, but also remove any non-native
invasive plants on your property. Invasives provide
little food or habitat for local insects and they reduce
biodiversity by outcompeting natives.

Rethink the lawn! Mow less often and reduce the
size (and time it takes to mow!) by adding native
plants. And skip the “fall clean-up”: leave the leaves
until spring — many pollinators overwinter in leaf
matter.

Avoid chemical fertilizers; leave grass clippings as
lawn fertilizer or consider using slow-release organic
fertilizers. Chemical fertilizers can affect the pollen
and nectar available to pollinators.

Don’t use pesticides! A pesticide-free yard means
a healthy yard for your family and pets as well as the
pollinators.

There are hundreds of native plants to pick from that
will look great in your yard or garden. Every plant
has a scientific name that is unique to that plant. To
select the right plant, look carefully at the nursery
tag. For example, there are hundreds of oaks, but
most are not native to North America. Quercus robur
is NOT native, but Quercus alba IS. So, shop
carefully!

A list of some native trees, shrubs, and flowers of the Northeast, created by the Xerces Society, is on the
reverse. The websites listed below provide many more examples and helpful information. And another helpful
hint: take your smartphone with you when you shop so you can look up a plant to see if it's native.

pollinator-pathway.org
plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org
wildflower.org
xerces.org
grownativemass.org
grownative.org
APCC.org

To learn more about Pollinator Pathway Cape Cod visit us at
https://www.pollinator-pathway.org/towns/cape-cod or contact us at pollinatorpathwaycapecod@gmail.com.
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