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HYANNIS − After nine years, Whole Foods will move
its only location on Cape Cod when it joins the redevel-
opment of Capetown Plaza on Route 132 as its anchor
tenant. 

The grocery store chain confirmed on Monday plans
to move the 990 Iyannough Road store, but said it had
no further information to share. WS Development an-
nounced in late May that Whole Foods would be a part
of a multimillion-dollar revamp. 

A Whole Foods manager referred the Times to the
company’s media department. 

WS Development acquired the long-term lease of
the plaza in 2018 and plans to transform the 26 acres
into a “lifestyle destination” — The Landing at Hyannis
— featuring retailers and restaurants along with out-
door seating. The parcel at 790 Iyannough Road, also
known as Route 132, is owned by the airport and leased
to WS Development under the Cape Cod Gateway Air-
port Commission’s control.

Directly across from the Cape Cod Mall, the shop-
ping plaza currently features stores and restaurants
such as Panera Bread, Ulta Beauty, Old Navy, and The
Paper Store.

The current lease expires in 2024.
Whole Foods first opened at Iyannough Road on May

14, 2014. At the time, it was its 28th location in Mas-
sachusetts. Now there are 32, according to its website. 

The building formerly housed Borders, the now-de-
funct bookstore chain, until 2011. 

Zane Razzaq writes about housing and real estate.
Reach her at zrazzaq@capecodonline.com. Follow her
on Twitter @zanerazz.

Gain access to premium Cape Cod Times content by
subscribing .

Hyannis’ defunct Borders bookstore
will become a Whole Foods
Zane Razzaq
Cape Cod Times | USA TODAY NETWORK

Technicians from Metro Sign and Awning in
Tewksbury install the Whole Foods market sign in
2014 in Hyannis. CAPE COD TIMES FILE PHOTO

With warmer weather and the return of the season
when algal blooms start developing on the region’s
ponds, there is renewed focus on Brewster’s plentiful
water resources.

On Friday, the Brewster Ponds Coalition and the town
are teaming up to present the Brewster Pond Summit,
which will be held 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at the Brewster Baptist
Church, 1848 Main St., Brewster.

Sponsored by Leighton Team, a coalition business
partner, the forum will highlight ongoing efforts to pro-
tect the town’s ponds, with an emphasis focusing on
how septic systems affect water quality. Besides dis-
cussing the harm to ponds from septic system dis-
charges, the forum will explore current research, what’s
already been done to fix the problem and what’s on tap
for the future.

The coalition, one of the Cape’s largest and most ac-
tive freshwater environmental groups, has organized an
annual pond summit since 2016, but this is only the sec-
ond year the town is co-hosting it. 

“Previous summits were more focused on educating
the members of Brewster’s neighborhood pond associa-
tions about issues surrounding their ponds. Co-hosting
the event with the town strengthens our partnership
and allows us to reach out to the entire community,” said
coalition President Susan Bridges.

Presentations and discussions by town officials and
representatives of the Cape Cod Commission, the Mas-
sachusetts Alternative Septic System Test Center, and
the Horsley Witten Group, LLC, which specializes in
sustainable environmental solutions, are planned, with
a focus on completed and planned research, proposed
Title 5 regulations governing septic systems, and alter-
native septic systems.

With summer comes increased 
vigilance over Cape Cod ponds

The summit is taking place less than two weeks after
one of the town’s ponds — Walkers Pond — was tagged
as showing a “potential of concern” for cyanobacteria on
the Association to Preserve Cape Cod’s interactive Cya-
nobacteria Monitoring Map.

“With over 2,100 acres, Brewster has more pond acre-
age than any other town on the Cape,” said Bridges.

Six of them have public landings. Additionally, Nick-
erson State Park in town has more than eight ponds that
are publicly accessible. Several of the public ponds,
Bridges said, are “great for swimming, including Sheep
Pond, Slough Pond, Long Pond and Cliff Pond.”

“Many more are also great for kayaking, sailing and
boating, allowing engines up to 3hp,” she said. “Larger
ponds like Long Pond and Cliff Pond allow larger en-
gines. There’s also great fishing.”

A variety of fish can be found in the ponds, and the
state stocks several of them with trout, including Sheep
Pond and ponds in Nickerson State Park.

The ponds in town that most frequently experience
high levels of cyanobacteria are Walkers, Cliff, Lower
Mill, Schoolhouse and Seymour, according to Bridges.
Septic systems and other influences contribute to in-
stances of degraded water quality, not only in Brewster’s
ponds, but in ponds across the region.

According to Bridges, damage to Cape Cod’s fresh-
water ponds and estuaries is known to come from septic
systems, fertilizer and stormwater runoff. Nutrient load-
ing from septic systems accounts for 80-85% of the
problem, she said. 

Why the pond summit is so important

This year, the coalition’s top priority is to sponsor a
town meeting article to fund a townwide comprehen-
sive water resources study and plan to examine nutrient
pollution from septic systems.

“That’s why this pond summit is so important. We
need to educate the community about the current status
of our water resources and explain what needs to be 

The pond has not been posted with a “Use Restric-
tion” sign at this time, but a generic warning was placed
there last week advising people to stay out of the pond if
the water develops a scummy or discolored appearance,
according to Bridges. Toxic cyanobacteria blooms can
pose health risks to people and animals.

The coalition heads many initiatives to promote the
health of the freshwater ponds. Projects include scien-
tific research, water quality testing, pond education for
children and adults, remediation projects, and many
outdoor member activities such as eco paddles, bike
rides and hikes, she said.

One such endeavor is the coalition’s Citizen Science
Program, which detects early warnings for high levels of
cyanobacteria that might lead to harmful toxic blooms.
More than 50 volunteers collect biweekly water samples
from 18 ponds from May through October. 

‘More pond acreage than any 
other town on the Cape’

According to the coalition, there are more than 80
ponds in Brewster, ranging in size from 0.1 acres to 730
acres.

Brewster Pond Summit to focus on septic impacts 
Heather McCarron
Cape Cod Times | USA TODAY NETWORK

Brewster Ponds Coalition members Marty Burke
checks the water clarity in a tube of water brought
ashore by Bill Wood, right, at Pine Pond in Brewster on
a damp foggy morning, as they collected samples to
be tested for cyanobacteria. STEVE HEASLIP/CAPE COD TIMES
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done, either sewering or alternative
septic systems, or a combination of
both, so that they will be willing to fund
the study and, more importantly, fund
the projects needed to address the prob-
lem,” Bridges said. 

Other priorities this year, she said,
“include continuation and expansion of
water quality testing and scientific re-
search and working with neighborhood
groups and the town on stormwater and
other remediation projects.”

Town Manger Peter Lombardi said
the town has long emphasized “a holis-
tic approach” to protect its water re-
sources.

“As new technologies and strategies
emerge to address water quality, espe-
cially in our freshwater ponds, Brewster
continues to lead on these issues as evi-
denced by our recent work with the
Brewster Ponds Coalition on our Water
Resources Task Force and other regional
initiatives,” he said. 

With the state proposing significant
changes to its Title 5 septic and water-
shed regulations, Lombardi pointed out,
“the need to work together has never

been more critical.”
Friday’s summit is open to town and

area residents and is free to attend in
person, or remotely via livestream. A
link for remote access is provided on the
Brewster Ponds Coalition website. To
register for the forum, visit https://tiny-

url.com/BPC-2023-Pond-Summit.
Heather McCarron writes about cli-

mate change, environment, energy,
science and the natural world. Reach
her at hmccarron@capecodon-
line.com, or follow her on Twitter
@HMcCarron_CCT

Bill Wood on Tuesday fills a skim net that is dragged across the water surface at
Pine Pond in Brewster to collect a sample that will be tested for cyanobacteria.
Wood volunteers with the Brewster Ponds Coalition, which samples 19 ponds in
the town. STEVE HEASLIP/CAPE COD TIMES 
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Meanwhile, as the cases of fraud in-
crease, victims are waiting longer to re-
cover their stolen money.

Check usage has been in decline for
decades as Americans have largely
switched to paying for their services with
credit and debit cards. Americans wrote
roughly 3.4 billion checks in 2022, down
from nearly 19 billion checks in 1990, ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve. However,
the average size of the checks Americans
write rose from $673 in 1990 – or $1,602 in
today’s dollars – to $2,652 last year. 

“Despite the declining use of checks in
the United States, criminals have been
increasingly targeting the U.S. Mail since
the COVID-19 pandemic to commit check
fraud,” FinCEN wrote in an alert sent out
in February.

Checks are still frequently used by
small businesses. Eric Fischgrund, who
runs FischTank PR, a 30-person public
relations firm in New York, had about 15
checks that were being mailed to him
from clients stolen after they all went
through the same Postal Service distri-
bution center. Ten of them were success-

fully cashed by criminals.
The checks were stolen in March and

Fischgrund became aware of the problem
in April, when several of his clients who
were never late missed payments. The
Postal Service investigated and Fisch-
grund has recovered about 70% of the
revenue, but some of the cases haven’t
yet been resolved.

According to the investigator on the
case, the perpetrators used technology
that melted ink in the “to” field of the
checks so they could write in fake names.
FischTank instructed all its clients to
change their paper format because it was
dealing with a check fraud issue.

Fischgrund said he’d never previously
had an issue with check fraud in the
nearly 10 years he has run his own busi-
ness. Now he has a clause in invoices and
new client contracts that asks for elec-
tronic payments only.

“I don’t think we’ll ever go back to ask-
ing for checks as an option,” he said.

Today’s check fraud criminals are not
small operations, or lone individuals like
the Leonardo DiCaprio character in the
2002 movie “Catch Me If You Can,”
counterfeiting checks from his hotel
room and apartment. They are sophisti-
cated criminal operations, with partici-
pants infiltrating post office distribution

centers, setting up fake businesses or
creating fake IDs to deposit the checks.
“Walkers,” or people who actually walk in
to cash these checks, receive training in
how to appear even more legitimate. 

In one case in Southern California last
year, nearly sixty people were arrested on
charges of committing more than $5 mil-
lion in check fraud against 750 people.

Criminals are getting the checks or
identification information by fishing mail
out of U.S. postal boxes, looking for enve-
lopes that appear to be either bill pay-
ments or checks being mailed.

The most common type of check fraud
is what’s known as check washing,
where a criminal steals the check from
the mail and proceeds to change the pay-
ee’s name on the check and, additionally,
the amount of money.

Some criminals are going further and
using the information found on a check
to gather sensitive personal data on a po-
tential victim. There have been reports of
criminals creating fake entities out of
personal data obtained from a check, or
even opening new lines of credit or busi-
nesses with that data as well. This allows
fraudsters to create new checks using old
account data. 

That’s why check fraud experts are
saying Americans should avoid sending

checks in the mail or at least take addi-
tional safety steps to avoid becoming a
victim.

“If you need to mail a check, do not put
a check in your residential mailbox and
raise the flag to notify the postman. Drop
off checks inside a post office if you have
to,” said Todd Robertson with Argo Data,
a financial data provider.

Banks, keenly aware of the problem,
are increasingly watching for signs of
fraud at branches and through mobile
check deposit services, including large
check deposits. They’re training branch
employees to take steps such as looking
at check numbers, because checks are
typically written in order, or noticing
when a check is being written for a much
larger amount than the customer’s previ-
ous history would indicate. Banks also
now deploy software at their branches
that can tell how risky a check might be.

But those systems become moot if
criminals are able to persuade tellers –
often at the front lines for check accep-
tance – to look past any red flags. 

Banks generally reimburse customers
if they are victims of check fraud within
days. However, due to the growing num-
ber of fraud cases, refunds have slowed
down in recent months. 

Fraud
Continued from Page 1A

Black’s attorney, John Geary, entered
his client’s not-guilty plea before Judge
Lisa Edmonds on Tuesday. Geary did not
contest the prosecution’s request told
hold Black without bail, but requested his
hold be without prejudice, so that he may
contest it later. 

Prosecution gives a version
of Saturday events

Surveillance camera footage obtained
by Falmouth police, Assistant District At-
torney Tara M. Cappola said in court,
showed the confrontation on Saturday
began when five men got out of a car in
the Gosnold Grove complex and ap-
proached Hendricks and a group he was
with. The men began attacking Hen-
dricks then, initiating a fistfight, accord-
ing to the prosecutor. 

Black could be seen in the group, Cap-
pola said. She said authorities have a pic-
ture from the scene that is “obviously the
defendant.” 

At one point during the fight, a person
could be seen making multiple stabbing
motions at Hendricks and he was left on
the ground, the prosecutor said the sur-
veillance footage showed. Black admitted
to the police after his arrest he was in the
group and had a boxcutter out while
punching Hendricks repeatedly, though
he denied having a knife, according to
Cappola.

In their investigation, police identified
the owner of the car that the five men
were riding in, according to comments
made in court. Via his social media, au-
thorities were able to track down Black. 

A warrant was issued for Black on
Monday and later in the day, he was ar-
rested by Taunton police and the Massa-
chusetts State Police, according to the
district attorney’s office.

Emotional response 
at Falmouth courthouse 

Relatives and friends of Hendricks
were present in the courtroom for Black’s

arraignment. As bailiffs brought Black in
shackles into the courtroom, Edmonds
warned the audience against disrupting
the proceedings.

As Cappola described the incident,
several people murmured, and several
were brought to tears. 

After the hearing concluded, around a
dozen police officers followed the crowd

out to the parking lot. 
The next court date is set for Aug. 16. 

Two previous stabbings 
in Falmouth

Last October, a fatal stabbing oc-
curred one block away from the scene of
Saturday’s incident, at 442 East Fal-
mouth Highway. The victim, Corey
Lowe, was brought to a Boston-area
hospital but died the next day.

Just a month prior, in September
2022, another fatal stabbing took place
nearby, at 250 Davisville Road in East
Falmouth. The victim, Douglas Rose,
died of his wounds in Falmouth Hospi-
tal.

Between the two cases from last fall,
there are five defendants that have been
indicted on murder charges, according
to court officials. Court cases are pend-
ing on all five, and four have hearing
dates set for this summer.

Gosnold Grove is a 33-unit apart-
ment complex owned by Wingate,
which is based in Newton.

Stabbing
Continued from Page 1A

Cape and Islands District Attorney Robert Galibois, second from left, and First
Assistant District Jessica Elumba, second from right, listens to Adrian Black’s
attorney, John Geary, speak during Black’s arraignment on Tuesday in Falmouth
District Court. PHOTOS BY MERRILY CASSIDY/CAPE COD TIMES

Falmouth District Court Judge Lisa
Edmonds listens on Tuesday to a
prosecutor during the arraignment of
Adrian Black.

9 people wounded in Denver
shooting after NBA Finals

DENVER – Nine people were
wounded in a mass shooting early
Tuesday in Denver in an area where
basketball fans had been celebrating
the Nuggets first NBA title win, police
said. A wounded suspect was taken
into custody.

Police believe multiple shots were
fired in a dispute between several
people roughly a mile from Ball Are-
na, where the Nuggets defeated the
Miami Heat on Monday night.

The shooting happened at around
12:30 a.m. – about 31⁄2 hours after the
game – and three of the wounded
were in critical condition, the Denver
Police Department said in a state-
ment. The suspect, a man, was one of
the seven people who suffered inju-
ries believed to be non-life-threaten-
ing.

“As far as what led up to this alter-
cation that resulted in the shots being
fired, that’s still under investigation
at this time,” police spokesperson
Doug Schepman said. “It did occur in
the area where we had the largest
gathering of folks celebrating during
the night.” 

Mayor of Mexican border city to
live at army base after threats

MEXICO CITY – The mayor of the
Mexican border city of Tijuana said
she has decided to go live at an army
base for her own safety after she re-
ceived threats.

Mayor Montserrat Caballero an-
nounced the decision after confirm-
ing that police had found seven dead
bodies stuffed in a pickup truck on
Monday. Local media reported the
army base is on the southern edge of
Tijuana, about 5 miles from the city
hall.

Caballero did not say who the
threats had come from. But it is well
known that several drug cartels are
waging turf battles in Tijuana, across
the border from San Diego, California.
She has acknowledged the cartels’
strong presence in the past. In 2022,
after gangs carjacked and burned at
least 15 vehicles throughout the city,
Caballero made a direct public appeal
to stop targeting civilians.

German court orders diocese to
pay abuse victim over $300,000

BERLIN – A court on Tuesday or-
dered a German diocese to pay
$323,000 in compensation to a for-
mer altar boy who was repeatedly
abused by a Catholic priest in the
1970s, a ruling that a victims’ associa-
tion said was the first of its kind in
Germany.

The state court in Cologne ruled in
a case in which the plaintiff, a man
now aged 62 who was abused more
than 300 times by a now-deceased
priest, had sought 750,000 euros
from the Cologne archdiocese. The
archdiocese decided against invoking
the statute of limitations in the case.

Presiding Judge Stephan Singbartl
said that the court hadn’t ordered
higher compensation because the
victim’s life fortunately hadn’t been
destroyed, noting that he had mar-
ried, had children and been able to
work.
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