
Brewster is a special place for ponds!  Whether swimming, boating, or just sitting on the 
shore, our town’s eighty ponds provide an oasis of beauty and tranquility in today’s busy 
world. But the present-day world also threatens our ponds’ very special nature. Human 
impacts, including  septic systems, stormwater runoff, and lawn fertilizers, can impair pond 

water quality; encourage invasive species and algae blooms; and even cause fish kills. 

The Brewster Ponds Coalition’s mission is to preserve and nurture Brewster ponds, and 
in 2016, we worked diligently on this purpose: educating the public on pond-friendly 
practices; advocating on pond-related issues and projects; building stronger community 

ties; and developing practical water quality remediation models. 

We seek to keep Brewster’s ponds clean, 
safe, and beautiful for today and tomorrow! 
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F I N A N C I A L                   S N A P S H O T

July 1, 15’ - June 30, 16’
Actual 2016

July 1, 16’ - June 30, 17’
Budgeted 2017

Income $22,000 $26,000

Expenses $5,800 $25,000

Bank Balance $19,326 $20,326

Memberships 300 350

 The Brewster Ponds Coalition has become an important environmental  
 asset to Brewster. Its focus on education and proactive stewardship of 
our ponds is just what is needed. We are supporting members and urge 
you to join us to improve the health of our ponds. 

~ Peter Johnson, Trustee and Land Acquisition Director, Brewster Conservation Trust



Thank you for being the voices of our ponds!
We are most grateful to the 300 individuals and families 
who have supported our efforts this year.  This level of 
commitment is far exceeding our expectations, and it’s 
clear that protection of our fragile freshwater resources is 
a high priority for the people of Brewster - residents and 
visitors alike.

Today, our kettle ponds, which formed during the retreat 
of the glaciers 15,000 years ago, are under enormous 
pressure from human activities. Brewster’s resident 
population has increased by over 500% since 1970, and 
many of our ponds are now surrounded by development.  
Although returning to the pristine conditions that followed 
the last ice age is not possible, we still must do whatever 
we can to protect our ponds and their close connection to 
Cape Cod’s precious sole source aquifer.

  A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Tom Vautin
PRESIDENT

Through your involvement, the Brewster Ponds 
Coalition is already making a difference!



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The BPC Organization
The BPC took great strides to build a sustainable organization with active members 

in the past year. The first Annual Appeal struck a resounding chord and more than 

300 individuals (double our expectation) became contributing Annual Members. In 

February, fifty members attended the first annual Membership Breakfast meeting to 

share their ideas on BPC direction, which influenced board members’ first annual 

strategic planning retreat in June. Volunteers signed up for newly formed working 

groups and participated in BPC activities throughout the year.

Education and Outreach
BPC programs continued to inform the public on pond-related issues and best practices. Over 100 people attended the 

BPC’s first-ever What is a Healthy Pond Art Fest? in March to view pond themed art and explore the healthy pond concept 

creatively and scientifically. The BPC participated in the Science On The Street learning experience in April and repeated 

its popular Weed Watchers Workshop in June. Children earned a Be A Pond Hero Badge at July’s Brewster Conservation 

Day by making pond-friendly choices in our new interactive game. 

BPC Volunteer, Catherine Diao, helps with our new Be a Pond Hero Game.

Exploring healthy ponds through poetry.



Pond Remediation
The BPC achieved a major milestone this year with the development of 

its practical resources to tackle complex pond stewardship projects. The 

Pond Waterfront Improvement Guide - now on the BPC website - directs 

readers through a rain garden design and installation project, and takes 

them through a town conservation commission approval process. BPC’s 

forthcoming how-to video addresses stormwater run-off solutions. In 

July, board members visited Massachusetts Alternative Septic System 

Test Center to learn about alternative septic systems.

Neighborhood Connections
The BPC began building a network of Brewster pond and neighborhood 

associations to strengthen community engagement in tackling complex 

pond-related problems. It organized its first Pond and Neighborhood 

Summit in July to bring together Brewster associations and homeowner 

groups to discuss the state of our ponds, protection and remediation 

strategies, and potential Town regulatory activity. The Blueberry Pond 

and Elbow Pond Associations connected with the BPC about their 

specific-pond issues, too.

Advocacy
The BPC continues to champion Brewster ponds. BPC board members 

commented on proposed town septic system and stormwater regulations, 

and upcoming pond landing projects. It compiled a list of pond road run-

off hot spots around town, and discussed with the Brewster Conservation 

Commission. The BPC works with the Brewster Department of Natural 

Resources on the Brewster Ponds and Lakes Stewards Program. BPC 

team members collected over 30 bags of trash and recycling on Beautify 

Brewster Day, and board members attended the Cape Cod Commission’s 

One Cape Summit on regional water quality planning.

Ben Howard, AmeriCorp Member; Noelle Bramer, Town of Brewster Conservation Administrator; and 
BPCers Gwen Pelletier, Janice McGann, and John Keith discuss The Pond Waterfront Improvement Guide.

Hal Minis, Brewster Conservation Trust President; Tom Vautin, Brewster Ponds Coalition 
President, and John O’Reilly, Engineer discuss storm run-off at Blueberry Pond.

Past BPC President, Karen Malkus-Benjamin and Current 
BPC President, Tom Vautin, attend the One Cape Summit.



2016-2017 BPC 
Board Members

Tom Vautin, President
John Keith, Vice President
Patricia Monahan, Treasurer
Gwen Pelletier, Clerk
Karen Malkus-Benjamin, Education & Programs
Konrad Schulz, Communications
Dawn Walnut, Membership

BPC Communications Team
Judy Pirani
Sue Spencer

  In   my   30   years, as Brewster Town Administrator,  
	 	 I	was	fortunate	to	work	with	many	fine	organizations.	
The	Brewster	Ponds	Coalition	ranks	high	on	that	list.	They	
have quickly stepped into an important leadership role 
for	 our	 ponds.	 I	 encourage	 the	 Brewster	 community	 to	
enthusiastically	support	this	important	group.	

~  Charles Sumner, Town Moderator, Brewster.  
Executive Director for Pleasant Bay Community Boating.

2017 Goals
Expand member engagement and enjoyment of our ponds through various events, 
volunteer opportunities, and interactive programs.

Advocate for pond and water quality protection through expanded educational 
activities, practical resources, and participation in appropriate regulatory development.

Answer the question: “How are our ponds doing?” with updated data and improved 
testing protocols.

Research state-of-the-art techniques for pilot projects and pond protection and 
remediation strategies. 

Continue to grow public awareness and strengthen networks with other environmental 
organizations, and pond and neighborhood associations. 



Bronze - Up to $99

Gold - $500 +

Bruce Abbott
David Abel
Mary Ellen Ackerman
Paul & Carol Alt
Carol Amato
Shirley & William Ancell
Harry Anderson
Laurie Anderson
Allison Argo &  James Holland
Bette Avery
Dorothy Babbitt
Roberta Barrett
Andrew Barto
Tyan Bassett
Katherine Beach
Judith Beams
Philip & Diane Bedard
Roger & Mary Beers
Roy Bellush &  Ruth (Sharpe)
Lorraine Bennett
Gus & Nancy Bentivegna
Nancy Berbrick
Alan Berg
Joan Bernstein
Stephan Berrick &  Cythia Fox
Guy Berube
Cindy Biondi
Sam & Mary Biondi
Daryl Bladen
Robert Boas
Steve Boskus
Marcel Bouchard
Mark Bowden
Ann Bower
Barbara Bradley
Dorothy Breckenridge
Rose Briggs
Fred Budreski
Marty Burke

Stephen Anderson
Joe Biernat
Leslie Bowker
Jacob Brown
Judith Carpentier
Michael Christopher
Jack & Linda Darbyshire
Christine DeMaria &  Willam Siders
Karen Erdos
John Fracasso &  Adelita Orefice
Myra Frain
Timothy & Mary Gainey
Ursula Gainty
Mark Houghton
John Kaukas
Thomas Keating

James & Catherine Diao      Robert Melia      Konrad Schultz & Deborah Norton      Tom & Shirley Vautin      Joseph & Helen Williams

Silver - $100-499

John & Carolyn Keith
Scott Kerns
Edward Keslo
Adam Kibbe
Lawrence & Suzanne Knowles
Richard & Dagmar Kuzman
Peter & Ann Wilson Lambertus
Robert Lindgren
Elizabeth Lydon
Michael & Sue Lyons
Bradley & Barbara Macomber
Karen Malkus
Craig Mance
Robert & Mary Mauterstock
Mary Jane McDonald
John McNair

Robert & Ann Michaels
Hal Minis
Marjorie Moerschner
Elliot Nelson
Kate Nelson
Richard Nelson
Bonnie Newman
Roger Normand
Susan O’Neil
Diane Pansire
Winfield & Linda Perry
 Pleasant Bay Nursing Ctr
Lehan Power &  Leslie Kramer
Richard Presti
Carl Provost
Lawrence & Cheryl Purtell

Cynthia Redin
Douglas Rice
Robert Rice &  Elizabeth Aldred
Mary Roberts
William Roberts
Sandra Schorr
Frank Shealey
William Siders
Deane and Marjorie Smeltzer
James & Susan Spencer
John & Susan Taylor
 Town of Brewster
Brian & Veronica Tracey
Dawn Walnut
Gerald Weston
Edmund & Rose Marie Woollen

Vivian Cafarella
James Canniff
Frank & Mary Capitummino
Jeannie & Mark Carter
Cathy Chamberlain
Susan Chapman
Bonnie Chiantera
Jack Clarke
Willo Colter
Robert Conroy
Terence  & Helen Cordner
Lee Cornelison &  Judith 
Pirani
Timothy & Louise Crane
Marilee Crocker
Margaret Cummings
Edmund & Karen Daly
Dorothy Danner
Edward D’Entremont
Richard & Marsha Desperro
Marc & Donna Desrosiers
William & Linda Destefano
J. Lawence Dohan
Paul & Cynthia Doutrich
Rick & Barbara Draper
Arthur & Diane Driscoll
Daniel & Sheila Driscoll
Brian & Sharon Dubay
Lucy Duffy
Debra Dunn
Nancy Hallberg Emerson
John & Colette Emilian
Hope Epting
Leslie Ereikson
Ronald Essig
Kevin Farrell
Scott & Cathy Feenan
Cameron & Anne Ferguson
John & Joann Figueras

Steven Fine
Joseph Fitzpatrick
Gary Forester
Nancy Forsberg
Jacqueline Mia Foster
Thomas & Beverly Gallerani
Judith Galligan
Robert & Meryl Gartside
Kevin & Jennifer Gillis
Walt & Priscilla Gillis
Janet Golden
Nelson Graham
Phyllis Greenberger
Victoria Gress
Karen Hagan
Christopher Haley
John Hall &  Joan Flaherty
M. Andrea Hanley
Barbara Hendrickson
John & Wilma Henry
Elsie Herrmann
Susan and W.M. Hobart/
Feitlinger
Carl & Osnat Hoffman
Jim Holland &  Allison Argo
Carolyn & Mark Horgan
Andrea Illig
Anne Isbister
Bruce Johnson
Debra Johnson
Peter & Ellie Johnson
Wilbur Johnson
Denis & Martha Johnston
Charles Kantor
Chris Kenney &  Patricia Eggers
Edward & Joanne Kenney
Jane Ker
Nicole Kermish
Marcia Kielb

William & Barabra Kuczynski
Maclyn Lalor
Mark & Sally Latina
Robert & Gloria Legvold
Michael & Margaret Lieber
Peter L Lou
Irene Luebke
Roderick Macdonald
Charles Madansky
Michael Majewski
Sandra Maloney
Randy Mason
Joseph & Rosemary Masse
Stephen Max
Eliza McClennen
Catherine McClintock
Janice McGann
James & Tia McGinnis
W.T. Meglauhlin, Jr.
Anne Metzler
Martha Miley
Fiona Moffett
Patricia Monahan
Marilyn Montgomery
Dennis Morris
Mary Murnane
Kevin & Sandra Murphy
Kenneth Murray
Calvin & Karen Mutti
John Myers
Linda & Stephan Nathanson
Stuart & Leslie Nickerson
Lourie Noble
Carolyn Noering
Eva O’Connor
James O’Connor
George Oliver
Chris Pantos
Michael Pavlov

Gwen Pelletier
Luke Pelletier
H John Perry
John Phillips
Joseph Pirotta
William Porter
David Prindiville
Roy & Michelle Proujansky
Jeffery Race
Jerry & Ina Regosin
Kevin Reich
David & Laurel Reilly
Mitchell Relin
Judith Remmes
John & Janet Roman
William Root
Steven & Carol Rosner
David & Karen Ross
John Ruggiero
Robert & Carol Russell
Tina Ryan
Rae Rylander
Cindy Salamone
Mary-Ellen Sanders
Peter Schaible
Carmen & Judith Scherzo
Howard Schoen
David & Mary Anne Schubert
Eric Schwam
Susan Day Searles
Nancy Shaheen &  Eva Kirk
Ruth Shapiro
Olga Sherry
James Shyne
Thomas & Janet Silva
Carol Simone
Jeremy & Chris Singer
Donna Smith
Douglas & Nancy Smith

Shirley Smith
Eva Souza
James St Martin
Howard Stein
Eric Steltzer
Michael Stephens
Allen Storm &  Mari Shabani
Sylvia Stringer
Mark Strum
Brian & Karen Sullivan
Charles Sumner
John Sundermier
Jeanne Sutherland
Christopher Sutphen
Joseph Swaluk
Carol Unger
Roger & Ellen Vacco
Ann Van Bork
Anne Vanbrok
Katherine Verdery &  Phyllis 
Mack
Cynthia Vessella
Michael & Mary Ellen Violette
Suzanne Watson
Jon Weiss
Susan Welch
Blanche Weston
Bernie Whitaker
Beverly Wick
George & Katherine Williams
John Willis
J. Philip & Anne Wise
Peter Wise
Bill & Pat Wood
Greg Wright
Laura Yaccarino
Peter Zacchilli
Edward & Carol Zych



YES! I want to help too!
Join Us in Helping Brewster Ponds

Annual Membership $50

Make checks payable to Brewster Ponds Coalition 
or donate online at brewsterponds.org

Please include email address and pond affiliation with donation
Members receive our quarterly newsletter, special reports, 

membership decal, and invitations to all events. 
Members who contribute $150 or more receive a BPC hat

Thank You!

Designed locally by  

www.brewsterponds.org

Email: brewsterponds@outlook.com

Tel: 508-258-9801


